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SCHOOL BUS STOP — TOODYAY ROAD, MORANGUP 
Grievance 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [9.07 am]: I am speaking to the Minister for Transport and I hope she is listening 
because she is not here at the moment. 
The SPEAKER: She is listening. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport and concerns an extremely important issue relating 
to the safety of schoolchildren in my electorate. It involves a bus stop on Toodyay Road in the locality of Morangup 
and schoolchildren who attend Toodyay District High School. In putting forward this grievance, I acknowledge 
the work of Councillor Paula Greenway from the Shire of Toodyay for her diligence and persistence in bringing 
this issue to my attention in 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

The issue is about an open site on Toodyay Road, which is a busy commuter road with an appalling safety record. 
The bus stop is about 600 metres west of the Morangup Road junction. This site is an active and working transport 
depot, complete with trucks, front-end loaders and stockpiles of blue metal and gravel. There is a dam at the corner 
of the site, which frequently overflows, and a standpipe that enables water tankers that have been used for dust 
suppression to fill up. The dam is unfenced and accessible to all and pumps operate within it. At the centre of the 
site is a power pole, which is a further hazard for parents. The school bus and heavy vehicles that come in and out 
have to manoeuvre around the site. One worries about the implications of the power pole in winter when it becomes 
submerged in water. I sent the minister’s office some pictures of the site. Members might not be able to see this 
photo if they are sitting a great distance away, but it shows the whole site covered in water with the live power 
pole sitting in the middle of the water. Supposedly, the bus should be pulling up over here somewhere, but because 
the whole area is now a lake, it is forced to pull up right next to the working site. The photograph shows a front-end 
loader and blue metal piles right next door. Again, although the site is supposedly inactive a lot of the time, a parent 
has taken this picture at school bus time and it shows an active worksite, with people pulling tarps off the blue 
metal et cetera. It certainly is being used. Another picture shows trucks being loaded at the same time that kids are 
there. It appears to me to be an active worksite. That is a real safety hazard. The site serves a dual purpose. It is 
a bus stop for children attending school. The Public Transport Authority bus weaves into the area and pulls up. 
The children wait for the bus and the parents have to park amongst the worksite as well. 

I am also concerned about the unfenced dam. My Nationals colleague Senator Bridget McKenzie was over here 
last month to launch the federal government’s water safety program. She highlighted that in 2017, 291 people 
drowned in Australian waterways. I am wondering why children are put at risk in that situation. 

One would presume that workers at this transport site wear high-vis clothes, steelcapped boots, safety glasses and 
possibly hard hats. They would almost certainly have gone through some sort of safety induction before they were 
allowed to commence work or enter the site. That is not so for the children and the parents, none of whom should 
be on an active worksite. As I said, the site becomes a lake in the wintertime and children cannot get on board the 
bus without getting their feet wet. I find their situation to be quite unacceptable. 

I raised the issue with the former Minister for Transport in 2016 and was advised that the site was used 
intermittently by Main Roads WA vehicles and rarely during school hours, and that if the site were accessed by 
Main Roads WA vehicles, they used the eastern side of the clearing and the western side was designated to PTA 
operations. That is fine, but to get to the eastern side one has to travel through the western side—the two cannot 
be treated as separate sites in any way. In relation to the unfenced dam at the site, the former minister advised that 
it did not pose a threat to children who are appropriately supervised by a parent or guardian. The advice stated that 
the student transport assistance policy is that it is the responsibility of parents or guardians to ensure that children 
are transported safely to and from PTA school buses, including parents being present at the school bus stop and 
supervising their children at all times. That is all fair enough, but as I said, the site is an active worksite and I do 
not really think that parents should be there either. 

The site may play host to Main Roads WA vehicles, but it appears really to be a contractor’s site. In fact, the entry 
to the site on Toodyay Road quite clearly has “BGC” written on it. It is an active worksite for BGC, which 
obviously is a contractor to Main Roads from time to time; it is not being used by government vehicles, to my 
knowledge. I was recently contacted by a community member who had noticed that one of the truck drivers had 
made himself a camp fire at the transport depot site to boil his billy at smoko time. The only concern here is that 
fire within the Toodyay shire is a real concern and that the fire was lit within the Shire of Toodyay’s restricted 
burning period and no permit was sought. This has happened on more than one occasion now. One of those fires 
was not properly put out and continued to smoulder all day, requiring the local volunteer fire brigade to attend. 
When a parent started to take photos, the driver appeared agitated, so the parent left before a nasty situation could 
develop. 
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To recap, we have a situation in which we have schoolchildren mixing with heavy machinery at a bus stop. There 
is the added risk of the dam, which becomes a lake when it overflows. More recently, there has been the issue of 
the fire situation. I understand that children on the bus are mainly, if not all, residents of the Morangup subdivision, 
which is just off Toodyay Road to the north. I ask that the minister find an alternative bus stop for these 
schoolchildren, preferably within their own subdivision. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.13 am]: I thank the member for Moore for that 
grievance. Unfortunately, I do not have the details in response to this grievance. We had mistakenly thought this 
was about school bus services more generally in Toodyay. I will go through and outline some of the issues the 
member has raised. 

Mr R.S. Love: I did send it through to your office. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am sorry; it was a mistake in my office, so I apologise. We were notified last week that the 
grievance was about school bus services in Toodyay, so we looked more at the provision of school buses. The 
member has raised a specific issue, and obviously it has been an ongoing issue for a number of years. We are 
looking at the Main Roads site and the safety of children using the bus stop and, of course, the dam issue as well. 
All those issues and the pictures the member has shown today in the chamber make me think that we need to do 
something about that. I have just contacted my office to see whether we can arrange a meeting with the member 
in about 15 minutes to go through the specific points the member raised, so that we can give him a more 
comprehensive response and make sure that we address the children’s safety issue. We do not want to put children 
in harm’s way. The member has highlighted some specific issues. The matter was raised with the previous 
government but I do not have that information in front of me. I have asked one of my senior policy advisers to 
come down at 9.30 am to meet with the member for Moore to go through the specific issues, and we will try to get 
back to him as soon as possible. 
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